
 

Subdued Her Mount, but Lost Her Life:
  

Marguerite (occasionally Margaret, Maggie, or Margie) Doane was born in Nebraska on November
26, 1894, to Nellie & Walter Doane. Marguerite’s younger sister, Lula (sometimes Lola or Lulu or
Lydia) was born three years later. 

What records remain indicate that their home was not a happy one. 



Above: a Bird's eye view of Council Bluffs, Iowa ca. 1887. From Council
Bluffs Illustrated by J.P. Craig. Photo courtesy of the Council Bluffs Public

Library Special Collections.

[1] The Daily Nonpareil (Council Bluffs, IA) 9/22/1903

In 1903-1904, while living
in Council Bluffs, IA,
Nellie sought a divorce
from Walter Doane. 

﻿Facing an inflexible legal
system & the scourge of
public opinion, she told the
judge about Walter’s
failure to support his
family, his violent temper
& threats of violence, plus
his excessive use of
intoxicants and obscene
language1.

Later that year, Nellie married a musician named Charles W. Fridley. Sometime between 1904 &
1908, the family moved to Dayton. 

The 1910 census offers us a glimpse of what the family was up to at the time—they lived on
Arlington Ave., the girls' stepfather, Charles, was working at the Soldiers’ Home as a musician, and
sixteen year old Marguerite was earning money by banding cigars at a local factory.

Sometime around 1915, Marguerite married
Wyoming champion bronco rider Edward
Wright, and the newlyweds moved to his
government claim near Douglas, Wyoming. In
interviews she gave to newspapers at the time,
Marguerite says that she'd enjoyed outdoor
activities since childhood, and had taken up
riding after her marriage.

In 1917, the young couple joins the Barnum &
Bailey Circus. After outperforming hundreds of
other women roughriders at Cheyenne,
Wyoming's Frontier Days, and bringing home
the title (and very fancy saddle!) of Champion
Lady Broncho Buster, Marguerite Doane (or
Mrs. Ed Wright, as she was professionally
known,) travelled to Denver, where she was to
ride in a Field Day celebration being thrown for
the Colorado National Guard.

A Hollywood movie crew was there to film the
event.

Above: Marguerite Doane, Mrs. Edward Wright, after
winning Champion Lady Broncho Buster.

https://www.flickr.com/photos/cbpl/albums
https://www.flickr.com/photos/cbpl/albums


Above: Illustration accompanying story of
Mrs. Edward Wright, published by the

Jackson's Hole Courier, 10/18/1917

When she drew the ironically named "Gentle Annie", Mrs.
Wright nearly declined to ride. The bronco was a piece of
work--other riders felt lucky to have dodged the daunting
task of staying aboard the ill-tempered mare, though they
still teased Marguerite for being a chicken.

Ultimately unwilling to admit that she was afraid, in front
of a packed grandstand, Mrs. Wright mounted up.
The bronco rocketed out of the chute, snorting and
plunging, bucking furiously; but was unable to unseat Mrs.
Wright. She held on for several long seconds, until Gentle
Annie bolted straight towards the wire fence at the
Southern end of the arena.

Though the cowboys immediately started in pursuit of the
fleeing horse, Gentle Annie was too fast for them. Failing
to jump the fence, the horse stumbled and fell with Mrs.
Wright still in the saddle. As Gentle Annie got up, she
stepped on Mrs. Wright's head--crushing her skull.

"Well, I rode her!" were Marguerite's last words. She died
before reaching a hospital.

After the tragic accident, Mrs. Wright's
husband brought her body back to
Dayton to be buried.

Her friends came together to erect a
monument for Marguerite, beloved
wife of Edward Wright, Champion
Lady Roughrider of the World.

It stands in section 119, lot 26 here at
Woodland Cemetery.

 

 

Upcoming Tours & Events:
 



Street Names of Dayton Tour Cemetery Symbolism Tour

Click here to explore our full calendar of events!

Office Hours

Monday - Friday: 8a - 5p
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Contact Us!

For questions about pre-planning, funeral
services, or memorial design:

Request an Appointment

(Non-urgent) general questions:

Contact Us

https://woodlandcemetery.org/event/street-names-of-dayton-12/
https://woodlandcemetery.org/event/cemetery-symbols-tour-34/
https://woodlandcemetery.org/events/
https://woodlandcemetery.org/request-an-appointment/


Support Woodland!

For 184 years, Woodland has been a place of
remembrance, reflection, and beauty.

Your donation to the Woodland Arboretum
Foundation supports landscape care, tree
preservation, historic restoration, and our
commitment to keeping Woodland a welcoming
sanctuary for all.

Please consider a tax-deductible gift today

Thank you for supporting Woodland’s mission. 

With gratitude,

Woodland Arboretum Foundation
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