
 

Our First Teacher
  

If not for their mother, Susan Koerner Wright, Orville & Wilbur might have never opened their
bicycle shop—or invented the airplane!

Born in Virginia in 1831, Susan inherited her knack for
mechanics from her own father, John Koerner, a carriage
maker. Unlike most women of her era, she was able to
pursue higher education at Hartsville College in Indiana,
where she studied literature, science, and mathematics.

As a mother, Susan managed her home with a practical
ingenuity. She kept her own toolbox, repairing household
appliances, building toys, and encouraging her children’s
sense of hands-on curiosity. As adults, Wilbur & Orville
credited their mother’s example as instrumental in
developing their mechanical skills.

Described as ‘painfully shy’ and often unwell, Susan
Wright died of tuberculosis on July 4th, 1889 after nearly
six years battling the disease. Her husband, Bishop Milton Susan Catherine Koerner Wright



Wright, wrote in his diary: “She expired, and thus went out
the light of my home.” Wilbur, who had spent the last
several years devoted to her care, was 22. Orville was
17. Katharine was only 15. 

Though she did not live to see the Wright Flyer, Susan
Wright’s influence is reflected in the achievements of her
children. By teaching them to love learning and pursue the
things that inspired their curiosity (not to mention her
mechanical skills), she set the stage for one of the 20th
century’s most influential inventions. 

(1831 - 1889)

“We children learned to look upon
mother as almost perfection itself…
Our mother has gone, but her spirit

will ever be with us.”

— Orville Wright, 1889

Photo: Susan Koerner Wright, age 40.
Courtesy of Wright State University's

Special Collections & Archives.
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Upcoming Tours & Events:

https://corescholar.libraries.wright.edu/special_ms1_photographs/
https://woodlandcemetery.org/rules-regulations/


Cemetery Symbolism Tour Woodland Arboretum Tree Tour

Click here to explore our full calendar of events!

Office Hours

Monday - Friday: 8a - 5p
Closed Saturday & Sunday

Contact Us!

For questions about pre-planning, funeral
services, or memorial design:

Request an Appointment

(Non-urgent) general questions:

Contact Us

https://woodlandcemetery.org/event/cemetery-symbols-tour-32/
https://woodlandcemetery.org/event/woodland-arboretum-tree-tour-20/
https://woodlandcemetery.org/events/
https://woodlandcemetery.org/request-an-appointment/


Support Woodland!

For 184 years, Woodland has been a place of
remembrance, reflection, and beauty.

Your donation to the Woodland Arboretum
Foundation supports landscape care, tree
preservation, historic restoration, and our
commitment to keeping Woodland a welcoming
sanctuary for all.

Please consider a tax-deductible gift today

Thank you for supporting Woodland’s mission. 

With gratitude,

Woodland Arboretum Foundation
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