
Leland Electric Company and Ledex, Inc.

George H. Leland was born November 22, 1887 and raised on a

farm in north central Indiana. He was so advanced in school that he

passed the state teachers exam and was teaching in high school the

very next year. He decided that teaching was not for him and

became employed by the General Electric Company in Fort Wayne.

He quickly progressed from lab technician to machine designer in

manufacturing engineering. 

Mr. Leland was recruited by Charles Kettering and arrived in Dayton

in 1918 to begin work at Delco designing winding machines capable

of mass production of coils for Kettering's new air craft generator.

During his career, he filed as inventor, over 150 applications that

resulted in U.S. and foreign patents.

George had his own ideas and formed Leland Electric Company, a manufacturer of fractional horsepower

electric motors. He developed the first electric motor approved by the Underwriters’ Laboratories as

explosion proof and safe for running a gasoline pump in a filling station. 

With failing eyesight and lack of satisfaction from the doctors he visited, George went on a self-study path

and became an expert on the refraction of light and profession of optometry. He and his company produced a

system for testing eyes and he wrote his own prescription for a pair of eye glasses.

As tensions erupted into war in Europe during the late 1930s - early 1940s, the Army Air Corps research

team at Wright Field contacted Leland to help solve the problem of dropping small bombs from high speed

aircraft with accuracy. This led to the device known as the A-4 bomb release. And the device for a bomb

release was an electrical solenoid. George invented the rotary solenoid, safer and shock-immune.

After WWII, George resigned as chairman of Leland Electric and started Leland Development and

Engineering Company soon to be known as Ledex, Inc. The firm was organized to develop a market to

manufacture rotary solenoids. Ledex became a world leader in the design and manufacture of all types of

precision, high speed, long life solenoids which were used in high speed office equipment, industrial

automation systems, aerospace applications and agricultural machinery.

George H. Leland died on November 24, 1969 at the age of 81.



George Leland and his wife Hazel are located in the Woodland Mausoleum in Section 121.
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November Guided Walking Tours

There are just a couple of spots available for our remaining November
tours including the ones on Thanksgiving weekend. Get out of the
house and treat your family and guests to a tour at Woodland. For
more information on the tours and availability please click here:
bit.ly/WoodlandSunsetTours

You can take your own walking tour at the cemetery or a virtual tour from
the comfort of your couch by visiting our website at:
woodlandcemetery.org/tours. 
 
From your phone you will be prompted to download our app. Take one of
12 walking tours we have available for your enjoyment at the cemetery. If
you are on your desktop, laptop or tablet, you can take the tour right from
the tour page. We will be adding more tours so come back often to learn
about the men and women who made it Great in Dayton.

Download the mobile app for your phone by clicking here.

A Woodland Milestone
 
To help us celebrate our 180th Anniversary, make a donation of $180 or more to the
Arboretum Foundation now through December 31, 2021 and you will receive a set of
Woodland ceramic coasters. Limit one set per household. 
 
Donate on our secure website by clicking below or click on the check to receive a
donation form to mail in.

Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum ​ | Visit our website!
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