
 
 
 
 

Woodland Wire 
Woodland News to Know Photographs from Visitors through the Year 

Woodland is open to all visitors from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m. and the Mausoleum 
is open from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. daily. 
We ask all visitors to respect our 
rules and preserve the sanctity of 
Woodland. And for your safety and 
that of fellow visitors, please follow 
social distancing protocols. 
  
Woodland Website Features 
 
Cemetery Services—We will compas-
sionately assist you to determine 
which interment option best suits the 
needs of you and your family. 
 
Discover Available Locations—You 
can shop for available locations from 
the comfort of your home and then 
call to speak to one of our Family 
Service Representatives for more  
information.  
 
Giving—Your gift makes an immedi-
ate impact on the horticulture,  
arboriculture, and restoration efforts 
needed to maintain one of Dayton’s 
most historic and beautiful outdoor 
museums.   
 
Tours and Events—You can take your 
own walking tour at the cemetery or 
a virtual tour from the comfort of 
your couch.  
 
Locate A Loved One—Whether you 
are on our website or using our app, 
you can always find your loved ones  
at Woodland. You can search by 
name or year of birth or death. Once 
you find your loved one, you can 
click on the link to find their location 
and even add your own photos and 
memories.  
 
Visitor Photos—this NEW gallery 
page features photos taken and  
submitted by YOU!  
 
Go to woodlandcemetery.org  
for more information and to explore 
our options and features.   
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Connections to the Community: YMCA and Sinclair College 

     Founded in England in 1844, the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, YMCA, was devoted to physical fitness,  
mental training, religious ideals, fellowship, guidance, 
citizenship and service. The American “Y” movement  
began in Boston in 1851 and by 1870, there was interest in 
Dayton with much of the work dedicated to the formation 
of Sunday schools. In 1874, David Sinclair, who was named 
general secretary laid the foundation for the Dayton  
organization.  
     The first YMCA in Dayton was from the purchase of the 
Dunlevy residence located at 32 East Fourth Street and 
was dedicated in May 1875. Hundreds of young men  
became members and soon the home was too small. The 
house was torn down and a new building  was dedicated in 
1887 only for it to become too small within 10 years.  
     Benefactor Miss Mary 
Bell Eaker gave her  
property at the corner of 
Third and Ludlow Streets to 
the YMCA. A new $250,000 
building was constructed 
and opened in 1908 making 
it the second largest  
building in the world  
devoted exclusively to 
YMCA activities at the time.  
          By 1929, the YMCA 
was still a growing organiza-
tion and in September of that year, they moved into a 
$1,325,000 new building on Monument Avenue where the 
stock market crash would hurt them but not take them out. 

     Other notable locations associat-
ed with the YMCA at the time were 
Camp Kern which was acquired in 
1914 and is located near Fort  
Ancient in Warren County and  
Sinclair Park on the Stillwater River 
opened in 1909.  
     Early YMCA branches opened in 
several communities and were 
known as: Central, Fifth Street, 
Oakwood, Kettering, Fairborn, 
Town and Country and Camp Kern. 
Today there are eleven branches 
associated with the YMCA of Great-
er Dayton.   
     David Sinclair opened a 
night school in 1887 with an  
enrollment of 55 men. He offered 
classes on business, technical and 
cultural subject matter and by 
1898, the enrollment jumped to 

440. This YMCA night school would lead to the founding 
of Sinclair College.  

     Mr. Sinclair was born in Scotland, 
lived in Canada and moved to Dayton to 
take the head position with Dayton’s 
YMCA in 1874. He found it difficult to 
understand why Dayton had so many 
jobless young men. It bothered him 
enough that he did something about it, 
questioning both the men and local  
employers to see what could be done to 
connect these men with jobs. The  
answer, time and again, was a lack of 
skills - a need for training. 

     Soon, the YMCA Education  
Department began to offer  
vocational training courses. In the 
beginning there were just two 
courses offered: Bookkeeping and  
Mechanical Drawing. David Sinclair 
would be quite surprised to see his 
vision grow into a sprawling college 
campus with satellite campuses, 
and over 23,000 students enrolled 
in hundreds of programs.  
     The early years of growth were David Sinclair’s  
obsession and, sadly, his health was not able to support the 
hard task he set for himself. Exhausted from the stress of 
politicking and fund-raising for a new, larger building, he 
was forced by his doctor to take a vacation. His health was 
too damaged and he passed away 
while traveling in Montana. He 
never saw the completion of the 
dream he worked so hard to make 
real. The college’s new building 
opened its doors in 1908, six years 
after his death. David Sinclair died 
on September 26, 1902.  

      
     Ellsworth C. Halteman becam e a 
member of the first faculty of the YMCA  
evening college from  1888 to 1890. There 
were 8 students in his class and 70 in the 
whole school located on East Fourth 
Street. In 1962, the YMCA honored him 
with a plaque for 41 years of continuous 
membership and service.  
     Ellsworth was a life resident of Dayton, 
and retired in 1932 as a plumbing contrac-
tor and manufacturer. His family home 
was at the north end of the Main Street 
bridge where the Belleview Apartments 

once stood. During his lifetime, Ellsworth said he remem-
bers four Main Street bridges – a covered bridge, a steel 
bridge, a cement bridge and the bridge in 1962.  
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The Dayton YMCA from 1908  
to 1929 located at Third and  
Ludlow Streets. Today, it is  

the City Hall Building.  

The new and current 
YMCA located on  

Monument Avenue.  
This location has  

been serving patrons 
since 1929.  

David A. Sinclair 

Located in  
Section 113 Lot 54. 

The YMCA building is  
on the left and Sinclair 
College on the right. 
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Ellsworth Halteman continued... 
     Upon his turning 100, he received well wishes from 
President Kennedy, an autographed picture and a  
message that he couldn’t make out. “No matter,”  
Ellsworth said. “I voted in November, but not  
for Kennedy. I would now.”  Ellsworth said that living  
for a century was achieved by good heredity, food,  
environment and good luck. He  lived to see  
the inventions of the telephone, electric light, the  
automobile, the airplane, radio, television and man-made 
Earth satellites. 
     “The younger generation will make it to the moon,” he 
predicted. “I don’t want to go to the moon, but I would 

like to take an airplane ride.”  
     Ellsworth Halteman was born 
August 23, 1862 and died on  
February 16, 1963. He was 100 
years old.  He is located in Section 
26 Lot 1189.  
 

     Mary Belle Eaker w as a selfless m em ber of the 
community never taking more than she needed and giv-
ing more to the causes she loved to fulfill many lifetimes. 
In 1902, after the death of Miss Eaker, and when her will 
was probated, it stated that her main beneficiaries would 
be the W.C.A. and the Y.M.C.A. It was stated that her gift 
to each of them should put them “on such a solid  
financial foundation that they would be independent for 
life.” Miss Eaker also left a large gift of $50,000 to  
the Deaconess Hospital (Miami Valley Hospital) “to be 
used for the erection of a training school for nurses and a 
home for the nurses and attendants to live in.” 
     Her largest bequest was to the Y.M.C.A. She willed her 
property at the northwest corner of Third and Ludlow 
streets to the organization for a new home to be built on 
the site. In her will she stated, “Much of my life has been 
passed in this home and I gladly give it for this purpose 
believing that it could be consecrated to no better use and 
that the people of Dayton will build upon it a suitable 
Christian home for our young men.”  It should be noted 
that at the time, the value of the property she left was  
valued at $100,000 and her personal property valued at 
$154,220.85. Two years later when her estate was finally 
settled the balance grew to $299,454.68.  
     Also in her will, she requested that “no tablets be 
placed or monuments erected to perpetuate her name 
and memory.” However, she was loved in life for her good 
acts and so will her memory  
always be revered.  
 
Mary Belle Eaker died May 30, 
1902. She is located in Section 65 
Lot 35.  

www.woodlandcemetery.org     

Today’s current City Hall building, 
when built, was the second-largest 
YMCA in the world. The Dayton 
branch outgrew this location quickly, 
and in 1929 moved three blocks to 
the north to a new Central YMCA 
Building. 
 
City Hall was known as the Dayton 
Industries Building until 1940 when 
it was  purchased by the City of  
Dayton for municipal offices. 
 
Multiple renovations were undertak-
en to convert the structure into  
Dayton City Hall, including flooring 
over the three-story auditorium into new office space. 
 
Today, the Dayton City Hall building houses the following 
departments: Civil Engineering · Dayton Accounts  
Payable · Dayton Accounts Receivable · Dayton Central  
Services · Dayton Citizen's Appeal Board · Dayton City 
Commission Office · Dayton City Manager · Dayton City 
Plan Board · Dayton Community Affairs · Dayton Economic 
Development · Dayton Finance Department · Dayton  
Gov’t Access Television · Dayton Human Resources  
Department · Dayton Mayor Office · Dayton Parks &  
Recreation Department · Dayton Planning & Community 
Development · Dayton Priority Boards · Dayton Public  
Affairs Office · Dayton Public Works Department and  
Dayton Purchasing Department.  

 

Please consider  
making a gift in 
memory of 
David Sinclair,  
Ellsworth Halteman, 
Mary Belle Eaker  
or your loved one 
resting peacefully at  
Woodland Cemetery 
and Arboretum.  

The home of  
Mary Belle Eaker  

was torn down and  
construction of a new 
YMCA building began  

in 1906.  

The YMCA building at  
Third and Ludlow in the  
early 1920s.  

Now known as  
Dayton City Hall,  

the building looks  
remarkably the same  
as it did when it was 

built over 100 years ago.  



 
                                   Beautiful, Timeless, and Still Available...  

Donors to the Horticulture, Arboretum, and  
Chapel Restoration Funds — 
August 11, 2020 to October 30, 2020.  
 
Anonymous (1) 
Mrs. Andrea Alexander 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Allen 
Carol A. Barnett 
Doug Benbow 
Betty Blakely 
Michael Bodiker 
Mr. and Mrs. Hugh K. Bolton 
Mr. Terry Buchanan 
C. Patrick and Pamela Carroll Fund  
     at The Dayton Foundation 
Robert L. Caspar, Jr.  
Philip S. Church III 
Gregory and Kathleen Clatterbuck 
George Coleman 
J. Patrick Crippen 
Andy Deeds 
Jane A. Dunwoodie 
John and Julie Ferneding 
Marilyn Freier 
Ames Gardner, Jr.  
Ada Hall 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Hoffman 
Barbara S. Horner 
Peggy and Emerson L. Horner III 
Jane Huston 
Judith A. Keasel 
Esther Kremer 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Lawrence 
Marcella W. Lehar 
Rebecca W. Lessig 
Lee Lumpkin 
Judy and Bill McCormick Fund  
     at The Dayton Foundation 
Nevin Family Fund at The Dayton Foundation 
Barbara Nichols O’Hara Charitable  
     Fund at the Dayton Foundation 
Suzanne F. Patterson 
Tamela Payne 
Julie Lange Peyton 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard B. Pohl, Jr.  
James and Mardena Pollock 
Maxine A. Purnhagen 
Donald and Patricia Wuichet Riechel 
Patrick and Margaret Schryver 
Doug Sheidler 
Herb and Kate Steininger 
Marsha Swaim 
Rebecca Stuhr 
Jean L. Thaxton 
Trimble L. Thompson 
Edwin J. Vance 
Caroline Jansing Vohr 
Brenda Ward 
Betsy B. Whitney Fund at The Dayton Foundation 
David R. Wolverton 
Gerald and Marion Wright 

Mr. and Mrs. Burch E. Zehner 
Bahl & Gaynor 
Kroger Community Rewards 
Learning Connections 
The Schiewetz Foundation 
 
In Memory of loved ones  who are resting peacefully 
at Woodland Cemetery and Arboretum 
 
Erin 
Donald R. Alexander 
Nicolas, Fannie, Elizabeth and Petra Bitcas 
Teresa Ann Buchanan 
Bob, Rosemary, Linda & Bobby Caspar 
Philip S. Church 
Elaine Carole Crippen 
Lucille Helker 
Wayne and Angela Lehar 
Edward Lense 
Raymond H. Lessig 
Gloria Mumpower-Must 
Walter L. Peirce 
Caroline Patterson Shaw 
Dan Steininger 
Hanami Thompson 
Norma and John Wuichet, Jr.  
The Bodiker Family 
The Dunwoodie and Pretzinger Families 

Thank you to ALL of our donors and for your continued support!  

Chapel Tiffany Window Update 
 
The work on the Tiffany windows continues to progress with eleven of 
the smaller Tiffany windows completed. The signature Tiffany window 
is coming along as well and there has been significant progress made  
as seen in these before and after photos below. Our thanks to the  
artisans at BeauVerre Riodan Studios for their continued efforts of the 
painstakingly detailed work they do.  
 
You can support the window restoration by selecting your gift to go  
towards the Chapel Restoration. If you are interested in sponsoring  
a window with name recognition, please contact Angie Hoschouer at 
937-228-3221 or ahoschouer@woodlandcemetery.org for more details.  



www.woodlandcemetery.org/donate 

 

Prefer to make a donation online or over the phone? Go to our website at woodlandcemetery.org and select the “Giving” bar on the left 
side of the page.  You can donate through our secure and universally recognized PayPal account. You can also make a donation with 
your credit card by calling our office at 937-228-3221.  

Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum    Please make your check payable to: 
118 Woodland Ave.      Woodland Arboretum Foundation 
Dayton, OH  45409      (Return this form with your check) 
937-228-3221       Your gift is a tax deductible donation to a 501(c)3 public charity.  
 
Membership Level 
 
_____ $30 Friend  _____$100 Supporter  _____$250 Associate _____$1,000 Patron  
 
_____ $50 Contributor  ____$175 Anniversary Club _____$500 Sponsor _____ Other 
 
Foundation members will receive our quarterly newsletter, Woodland Wire, and invitation to member events. 
   
Please accept (my)(our) GIFT for 2020 in the amount of $ _____________________________________________________________ 
  
Apply my gift to the:       □ Horticulture Fund       □ Arboretum Foundation            □ Chapel Restoration   
  
Mr., Mrs., Miss, Ms. ___________________________________________________________________________________________ 
                                    □ I/We wish to remain anonymous. 
Address 
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip _______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone (H) ____________________________________(W)___________________________(C)______________________________ 
 
E-mail Address ______________________________________________________________________________________________
                           Woodland Wire December 2020 
□ My gift is to be made in the memory of: __________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
Please Support Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum!  
 
Are you a ClubDLM or Kroger Plus Card holder? Would you like to support the Woodland Cemetery Foundation by doing your normal 
grocery shopping? You can when you register your shopping card to our organization! Remember, you must sign up for this opportunity 
each year.  
 

Our Foundation continues to focus on the restoration, preservation, horticultural and educational projects  

needed to keep Woodland a cultural resource for Dayton and Ohio. Thank you for your continued support!  

Go to dorothylane.com/ClubDLM/goodneighbor and 
link your ClubDLM Card to Woodland Cemetery and 
Arboretum #821 

Go to krogercommunityrewards.com and 
link your Kroger Plus Card to Woodland 
Cemetery and Arboretum #JJ851.  

Thank you for your donation to the Woodland  Arboretum Foundation 
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If you listen carefully,  
the silence is beautiful.  


