
Celebrating Women's History Month

Annae Barney Gorman and Virginia W. Kettering 
Philanthropists

Annae Barney Gorman

Annae Barney Gorman (1862-1938) was a civic and
business leader who founded the Barney Community
Center, now known as the Children's Medical Center
of Dayton. She volunteered at Walter Reed Army
Hospital during World War I, instructing wounded
veterans in new skills that could be used to help
them find jobs when they were released. After the
war, she returned to Dayton and began to teach
children with physical disabilities some of the same
skills she had taught soldiers. The Barney
Community Center, as it was called, provided health
services, free clinics, occupational therapy, classes
in first aid, cooking, and current events, and a lunch
program. She was at the Center every week and
hundreds of children who had received help knew
her by sight. Eventually "Barney's" evolved into
Dayton Children's. Ms. Gorman was also a founding
member of the Dayton Woman's Club and was
active in the Dayton Garden Club and Dayton Art
Institute. Her personal dedication to helping children
in need made her a beloved member of the
community and helped create an institute with the
same essential humanitarian mission.

Virginia W. Kettering

Virginia Kettering (1907-2003) changed the face of
the region through her philanthropy. She was the
single largest contributor to the Kettering Medical
Center, which was established as a gift to the
community from the Kettering Family and other
donors. She was the first individual contributor to the
Fraze Pavilion project, and donated $7 million to the
Victoria Theatre in downtown Dayton with specific
instructions that the historic architecture be
preserved, that it remain on a bus line and be
financially self-supporting. Other institutions which
benefitted from her vision and generosity include the
Air Force Museum, the Dayton Art Institute, Dayton
Philharmonic, the Dayton Performing Arts Fund, the
Dayton Ballet and the Miriam Rosenthal Memorial
Fund. It was Virginia Kettering's idea to organize the
Holiday Festival in downtown Dayton. A cultural
leader in the community, she has helped the arts
reach thousands.

Bio provided by Dayton Region's Walk of Fame. Mrs.
Kettering was inducted to the Walk of Fame in 1997.
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Bio provided by Dayton Region's Walk of Fame. Mrs.
Gorman was inducted to the Walk of Fame in 2004.

For more information about the Dayton Region's
Walk of Fame, visit their Facebook page. Click here.

Visit the gravesites of Mrs. Gorman and Mrs. Kettering on the Women of Woodland Tour  

​at the Woodland Cemetery website.

You can take your own walking tour at the cemetery or a virtual tour from
the comfort of your couch by visiting our website at:
woodlandcemetery.org/tours. 
 
From your phone you will be prompted to download our app. Take one of 12
walking tours we have available for your enjoyment at the cemetery. If you are
on your desktop, laptop or tablet, you can take the tour right from the tour page.
We will be adding more tours so come back often to learn about the men and
women who made it Great in Dayton.

Download the mobile app for your phone by clicking here.

A Woodland Milestone
 
To help us celebrate our 180th Anniversary, make a
donation of $180 or more to the Arboretum Foundation now
through December 31, 2021 and you will receive a set of
Woodland ceramic coasters. Limit one set per household. 
 
For a limited time and while supplies last, make a donation
of $100 to the Arboretum Foundation and receive a
Woodland face mask. Limit one per household.   

Donate on our secure website by clicking below or click on
the check to receive a donation form to mail in.

Woodland Cemetery & Arboretum ​ | Visit our website!
 ​  ​  ​
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